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- CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGERCY
- | | BOARD OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

19 May 1952 -

!

MEMORANDUM FOR T%E mmx.zmm QDVISORY COMITTERE

SUBJECT: Propoeal for a National Intelligence Estimate Regar&im
' ‘ the Situation in the Union of South Africs :

1, An NIE on the Union of South Africs was projected in
the Progrsm of Estimates for the Remainder of 1952, circulated
to the IAC om 5 May 1952. Thim would be the first NIE en this
subject. : ,

2. South Africa hep enitered a psriod of politicsl temsion

and rising racisl hostility. There iz extrems bitterness bestiwen
Rationalist Govermment supporters (alwost wholly whites of Dutch
descent) and the opposition groups (mostly whites of British descent).
Civil VWar betwsen the two factions has been widely predicted, The
antegonism of the non-European population toward thogse of European -
deseent has bsen groatly stimulated by the raciel policies of the
present goverzment, Extensive inter-raeisl strife 1s regurded as
ultimately certain by mmerous qualifiac‘i obgsrvers, '

3. Disorders of eny megnitude would have a direct adverse
effect on US imtavoasts, Disorders would hawper and pogeibly hall
production and delivery %o ports of stratogle materislis. Disorders
would almost cerbainly interfere with South Africa’s contribution
to the defenge of the Middle Eset in event of war, Dowelopments
. in South Afvica will alwost ceriainly affect racial relations and
political movements elgevhere, partisularly in colonilal Afriesn,
- The Board of Nationa) Estimates thersfore believes that the KIE »
should cover both internal am‘lapmemts in South ifglca mﬁ thelr - »
effeete in octhey avens, _ _

4. In the opinion of the Boerd of Khﬁi@m‘l Egtimates the
NIE ghould be opan-ended as to the span of time in which develop=-
ments would be estimated. The tavget dats for completion of the

eatimete shonuld be abaut 1 Septembsr, zgcumm ro. :
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1 That the IAC approve initiat:lon :
of the fonowing ae‘bﬂmate ami so notifly the unde
telephone by close gf business Wedneedsy, 21 1 25X1
S ' - 25X1
NIE-__: PRUBABLE DEVIE&OH&CI\YTS IN TEE UNION .
' OF SOUTH AFRICA ‘o
' 25X1

Esepcutive Secretary

Digtribution VHM
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